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Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization
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Terms of reference (June 2022):
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/sage-terms-of-reference

Main advisory board on vaccine policy and technical guidance for Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI).

Principal advisory group to the Director-General of WHO for vaccines 
and immunization across the life-course.

Purpose

Advises on global policies and strategies on vaccines and 
immunization, technology, monitoring and evaluation and 
strategic foresight and innovation.Activities

SAGE: Up to 15 independent members, from all 6 WHO regions, 
covering a broad range of disciplines.
SAGE Secretariat: Support coordination and preparation of 
meetings, publications, etc.

Composition

Targets advise to countries (immunization programmes and National 
immunization Technical advisory Groups (NITAGs) 
and regions (Regional immunization technical advisory Groups (RITAGs). Target audience
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SAGE Working Groups

More information: https://www.who.int/groups/strategic-advisory-group-of-experts-on-immunization/working-groups 

Composition
• Public call for nominations, two SAGE 

members & additional experts  

Purpose: 
• Review evidence and address specific issues 

in great depth 

• Prepare fruitful discussions at SAGE on 
complex issues

Establishment and ToRs decided by WHO secretariat

Active SAGE working groups

          as of 7 October 

• Covid-19 
• Ebola 
• HPV 
• Malaria
• Meningococcal vaccines 

and vaccination 
• Pneumococcal Vaccines 
• Polio vaccine 
• Respiratory Syncytial Virus 

(RSV) Immunization 
Products

• Smallpox and monkeypox 
vaccines 

• Typhoid vaccines
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SAGE recommendations on Cholera vaccines
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SAGE meeting September 2023- Cholera session

• SAGE was informed about the current cholera epidemiology, including the 
recent outbreaks, constrained vaccine availability and other ongoing work. 

• SAGE was presented with new – albeit limited – data on vaccination during 
pregnancy, collected since the issuance of the 2017 WHO Cholera vaccine 
position paper. 

• SAGE was informed about the use of OCV in the controlled temperature chain 
(CTC). 

• SAGE was further informed about ongoing and planned work that may inform 
a future policy update in 2024 or beyond:

• A systematic review of evidence on a single dose vaccination schedule
• An impact study and a review of evidence on the intervals between doses



Cholera – SAGE September 2023 observations & recommendations

6

SAGE reinforced its 
2017 recommendation 
that all relevant target 
groups for 
vaccination in OCV 
campaigns, including 
pregnant women, be 
considered for 
vaccination.

SAGE expressed deep 
concern about the 
continuing supply 
constraints of OCV and 
asked that strategies 
for mitigating the 
impact of these supply 
shortfalls be 
accelerated.

SAGE acknowledged the 
public health benefit of 
the use of the killed 
whole cell bivalent (O1, 
O139) OCV (EuBiologics) 
under CTC conditions of 
≤ 10 days at ambient 
temperatures not 
exceeding 40°C.
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SAGE meeting September 2024- Cholera session

• With continued pressure on the global vaccine supply and countries facing 
major outbreaks, following on from the Cholera session during SAGE meeting 
in September 2023, SAGE was updated on the current situation. 

• SAGE was presented with the forecasted supply and demand for outbreak 
response and preventive vaccination.

• Gavi outlined the objectives of the Alliance Market Shaping Roadmap for Oral 
Cholera Vaccines.

• UNICEF updated on its open competitive OCV tender for all manufacturers of 
WHO PQ’d vaccine plus developers of OCV, launched in 2023 for a 5-year 
period.



Cholera – SAGE observations & recommendations

Notwithstanding 
the persistent 
supply shortfalls, 
SAGE applauded 
the investments 
and efforts by a 
broad range of 
stakeholders, 
manufacturers 
and funders. 

SAGE highlighted the 
importance of preventive 
immunization 
programmes, which 
should lead to a more 
predictable vaccine 
demand, stabilize 
vaccine supply and 
enable a timely response 
to emerging outbreaks.

.

SAGE requested periodic 
updates on cholera control 
and OCV supply.

Modelling of supply 
scenarios over time should 
be performed to identify an 
inflection point from which 
onwards preventive 
campaigns will again be 
possible.

SAGE further requested 
to be informed of the 
current efforts on 
harnessing research and 
evidence for cholera 
control to ensure that 
these provide the 
necessary  data to 
inform future policy and 
strategic 
recommendations.
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Many thanks
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