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REGIONAL & GLOBAL CHOLERA SURVEILLANCE
Towards a harmonized dataset



NEED FOR A REGIONAL AND GLOBAL OVERVIEW 
ON CHOLERA SITUATION

▪Practices pre-2023

oYearly official reporting to WHO HQ, compiled & published in the year after

oWeekly WHO internal updates (not distributed externally)

oSome regional & subregional actors compiling cholera situation in their area

▪Improved practices since 2023

oWeekly global overview confidentially shared with GTFCC partners 

oMonthly public multi-country sit rep (https://www.gtfcc.org/about-cholera/cholera-situation/)

oPublic dashboard (https://who-global-cholera-and-awd-dashboard-1-who.hub.arcgis.com/)

oChallenge: different formats and datasets received from countries

▪Regional and global overviews critical to
odetect and monitor cross-border epidemiological relations

oprovide a single document for partners to inform operational decisions

oclassify and prioritize between different cholera situations

https://www.gtfcc.org/about-cholera/cholera-situation/)
https://who-global-cholera-and-awd-dashboard-1-who.hub.arcgis.com/


BENEFITS OF HARMONIZED RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
REPORTING TO THE REGIONAL & GLOBAL LEVELS

• Clarity and simplicity for countries

oWithout harmonized recommendations reporting can 
only be confusing for countries

o« Doing it right » would require distinct reporting of 
distinct datasets

• Prerequisite for setting up streamlined, simple,

and effective reporting mechanisms
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2023 INTERIM RECOMMENDATIONS

▪ Interim GTFCC recommendations for cholera reporting 
to the regional and global levels released in 2023

▪ Heavy reporting requirements

o 36 variables for weekly reporting at surveillance unit level

o 32 metadata variables at surveillance unit level

o 21 metadata variables at national level

▪ Challenging for countries to implement

o Limited uptake

o Need for simplification



PROPOSAL FOR UPDATED GTFCC RECOMMENDATIONS

Preferred data set

• Simplification of the 2023 

recommendations 

• 6 variables

• Allow for the monitoring of key 

indicators for reasonably 

informative regional and global 

surveillance

Minimum data set

• Even more simplified version for countries facing 

difficulties in reporting preferred data set 

• 3 variables

• Allow for the monitoring of critical indicators for 

minimum regional and global surveillance

• Envisioned as a temporary reporting stage until 

transition to reporting of preferred data set



PREFERRED DATASET

▪ Time & space

o Weekly reporting 

o Aggregate at surveillance unit level (e.g., Admin-2) or Admin-1level (for discussion)

▪ Data 

o Number of suspected cholera cases reported through HFBS by age group (< 5, ≥ 5)

o Number of health facility cholera deaths

o Number of community cholera deaths

o Number of suspected cholera cases tested by culture or PCR

o Number of suspected cholera cases tested positive by culture or PCR (i.e., confirmed cases)

o +/- Number of suspected cholera cases tested by RDT & Number of suspected cholera cases 

tested positive by RDT (for discussion)

▪ Metadata 

o Definition(s) of suspected cholera case 

o Definition of confirmed cholera case



MINIMUM DATASET

▪ Time & space

o Weekly reporting 

o Aggregate at Admin-1level

▪ Data 

o Number of cholera cases reported through HFBS (suspected & confirmed combined)

o Number of health facility cholera deaths

o Number of community cholera deaths

▪ Metadata 

o Definition(s) of suspected cholera case 



LET’S DISCUSS!

▪ Opinions on the benefits of harmonized recommendations for reporting to the 

regional & global levels?

▪ Opinions on the proposed approach (preferred vs minimum)?

▪ Countries’ views on feasibility?

▪ Collegial consolidation of preferred data set

▪ Collegial consolidation of minimum data set





Supplementary slides



2023 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Data



2023 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Metadata (1/2)



2023 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Metadata (2/2)


	Diapositive 1 REGIONAL & global cholera surveillance Towards a harmonized dataset
	Diapositive 2 Need for a regional and Global overview on cholera situation
	Diapositive 3 Benefits of harmonized recommendations for reporting to the regional & Global levels
	Diapositive 4 2023 interim recommendations
	Diapositive 5 PROPOSAL FOR UPDATED GTFCC RECOMMENDATIONS
	Diapositive 6 PREFERRED DATASET 
	Diapositive 7 MINIMUM DATASET 
	Diapositive 8 Let’s discuss! 
	Diapositive 9
	Diapositive 10  
	Diapositive 11 2023 recommendations  Data
	Diapositive 12 2023 recommendations  Metadata (1/2)
	Diapositive 13 2023 recommendations  Metadata (2/2)

