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CURRENT SITUATION - (AS OF 21ST SEPT 2023)

Countries with outbreaks in 2023

Countries with active outbreaks as 
of Sept 2023

28

24

Seasonality –parts of the world in low/inter 
epidemic period

18
Countries with active outbreaks as 
of Sept 2022



OVERALL CURRENT CHOLERA OPERATIONAL CONTEXT

2023

More countries reporting outbreaks in 2023 vs. 2022; and high CFR remains 

Large outbreaks in Southern Africa and Horn of Africa, compounded by 
cyclones and droughts/flooding, respectively 

Strong La Nina effect - massive floods, cyclones and droughts
2nd 2023: El Nino – with no neutral phase 

Beginning or upcoming peak transmission seasons: Bay of Bengal / Central 
Asia, West Africa, Caribbean  

One-dose OCV strategy still prevails after one year, with stock still insufficient 
for outbreak response and no OCV available for preventive campaigns

Issues with production scale of cholera supplies, namely cholera kits

Lack of financial resources for cholera outbreak response



DESPITE DATA LIMITS MARKED INCREASE IN DEATHS REPORTED TO WHO

Africa average CFR
● 2021  ~ 2.9%
● 2022  1.9%

* 2023 based on partial information and variable reporting period as of 25/09/2023



CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

● After clear progress since mid-2021, the 7th cholera pandemic

● Unacceptably High CFR

● More and larger outbreaks

● Countries affected/re-affected after years, if not decades, 
including Haiti, Lebanon, Syria, Pakistan, South Africa…

● Classical factors continue to prevail (poverty conflict 
population movement …)

● Strong link with climatic events (drought, floods, cyclones…)

● High potential for worsening (Ukraine, Libya, Myanmar 
Venezuela to name a few)

GLOBAL CHOLERA SNAP-SHOT – 2022- AUGUST 2023

* No reported autochthonous transmission for more than 3 years ( sporadic 
autochthonous cases not included) Based on information shared with WHO ; Subject to 
country reporting , Surveillance data not comparable across countries



● One dose strategy still prevails
● Seven 1st months 2023  ICG requests (outbreaks only)
 19 requests in 2023 (3 validated in 2022) by 12 countries

 8 fully approved & 10 partly approved
 1 rejected
 Most submissions pre-reduced due to OCV shortage

 3 requests under review.

● Preventive vaccination
 All preventive vaccination campaigns temporarily halted due to 

vaccine shortage
 17 M approved could not been shipped (lack of vaccine)

2023 Oral Cholera Vaccine (OCV) Stock and Requests/Campaigns

37
MILLION

Availability of Doses 
for 2023

21
MILLION

Doses shipped
(end AUG 2023)

52 
MILLION

Doses requested (one dose 
to date) (end AUG 2023)

Doses Gap (outbreaks 
only) 

(end AUG 2023)

~50 
MILLION

17 
MILLION

Preventive vaccination 
still pending (2021/22)



OTHER COMMODITY SHORTAGE /SUPPLY CHALLENGES

Other medical, non-medical commodities
Global shortage / constraints (Cholera Kits, Fluids, 

ORS, Laboratory items)
Bulk procurement

Cholera supply

385 000 Patients 
(lab excluded)  

50 Countries 

$11
MILLION



CHOLERA CAN BE CONTROLLED 

• Multisectoral control strategy exists, issue is implementation  

• All cholera deaths can be prevented with available tools 
• Treatment easy and inexpensive, issue is timely access 
• Too Many people still die because they don’t have access to early treatment 

including ORS 

• Reducing CFR highest priority 
• Urgent need to respond to current outbreaks (lack OCV) 

Case management essential to drive active response (In conjunction with other 
multisectoral pillars) + 



Thank You
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