
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and Prevention
Protecting the health of Nigerians

National Cholera Case Management 
Updates

Dr Fatima Saleh

Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (NCDC)

26th September 2023

Nigeria



Nigeria Centre For Disease Control And Prevention2

Outline
• Introduction

• Disease Surveillance in Nigeria

• Cholera reporting system and data and reporting tool(eIDSR) – 

IDSR

• Cholera Case Management Updates – Data speaks  

• Achievements, Challenges & Mitigation
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Evolution of IDSR Guidelines

Adopted strategy for public health surveillance in the 

WHO-AFRO Region1
9

9
8

Epidemic prone diseases

Disease targeted for elimination and eradication

Diseases of public health importance2
0
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Non communicable diseases

Public health emergencies of international 

concerns (IHR 2005)2
0

1
0 2nd

Edition

IDSR
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Evolution of IDSR Guidelines Cont’d

Emerging and re-emerging diseases

Situations and needs of member states

Lessons from outbreaks and emergencies

New strategies and policies

Advancement of technology

2
0

1
9 3rd

Edition



Nigeria Centre For Disease Control And Prevention10

Evolution of IDSR…..contd

IDSR technical guidelines 2019 (3rd Edition)

New areas include
• Disaster risk management

• Points of Entry and IDSR 

• Risk Communication

• Electronic reporting (e-IDSR)

Elaborates more on
• Event based surveillance 

• Community-based surveillance 

• IDSR in One health concept 
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Key principles of IDSR

Integration

• Harmonizing different methods and tools to prevent inconsistent 

information

• Maximizing efforts among all disease prevention and control 

programmes and stakeholders

Coordination

• Working together effectively for the rational and efficient use of 

available but limited resources and various disease programs
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Cholera  Reporting System and  Data Tools
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Overview of SORMAS

• The Surveillance Outbreak Response Management and Analysis System 

(SORMAS) is mobile e-health system - digitization of the IDSR

• Used for rapid collection, reporting and analysis of disease/events data in real-

time for appropriate public health action

• Exists on two platforms: a Mobile application for offline entry in communities with 

poor internet access and a web application for supervision and monitoring of 

activities

• Has modules covering monitoring and analysis of data, case investigation, 

contact tracing, Event-based surveillance, case management and sample testing
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Advantages of SORMAS

• SORMAS has the potential of achieving the following :

• Standardization of data

• Improved timeliness and completeness of reporting

• Early detection, investigation, and response to outbreak or public health events

• Reduced manual data entry (from paper to Microsoft Office packages) which is prone

to errors

• Rapid transmission of data

• Better management of data through provision of secure data storage

• Automated generation of Data visualizers (graphs, charts and maps)

• Improved quality of data
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Cholera case management on SORMAS

The SORMAS platform allows a comprehensive report of case

management data with the availability of forms for capturing

• pre-existing conditions

• Prescriptions

• execution of prescriptions

• Daily vitals of patients
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Cholera case management on SORMAS

Figure 13: Form for capturing Pre-existing conditions Figure 14: Form for capturing Patient Vitals
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Cholera case management on SORMAS

Figure 15: Form for capturing Prescriptions Figure 16: Form for capturing Executed Prescriptions
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Cholera case management Updates 

Overall objective

• Increase the capacity for identification, isolation and treatment of 

suspected and confirmed cases in order to reduce mortality

Specific objectives

▪ Promote strict compliance with standard treatment and IPC protocols

▪ Collate and analyze data on symptoms, signs and complications of cases 

daily

▪ Make daily calls to the State case management focal persons

▪ Support, train and supervise clinicians at the State and LGA levels as the 
need arises
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Data speaks - Nigeria weekly epidemiological trend of cholera 
cases (Week 1- 36, 2023) 

• Cumulative summary from (Epi week 1- Epi week 36, 2023) 

Top 10 states in cumulative cases
- Zamfara, Cross River, Katsina, Bayelsa, Ebonyi, Niger, Abia, kano,  Ondo –
With 2836 cases and 94% cumulative in 2023 

Top 15 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in cumulative cases
- Obubra, Gusau, Bungudu,  Ikwo, Abi, Yenagoa, Southern Ijaw, Talata
Mafara, Umuahia North, Makwa, Babura, Maradun,  Anka, Ikom,  Nembe, 
Auyo,  –Cumulated, 1893 with 63% cases in 2023 

RDT Culture

Confirmed

45      3,007          89 3.0% 25 126178  

Suspected Deaths Case Fatality States LGAs

Cases (Suspected Cases) Ratio (%) Reporting Cases Reporting Caes
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Cholera case management updates – Data speaks  

• Total admitted from Wk1 – 36 = 1,143 

• Deaths = 27 , CFR = 2.4%

• Total Discharged = 1116

• Recovery = 98%

CTC

• Total admitted from Wk1 – 36 = 1321

• Deaths = 44, CFR = 3.3%

• Total Discharged = 1277

• Recovery = 97%

CTU

4 in 3 states

32 in 25 states 
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Outpatient 
and 

Community 
Reported 

Cases

• Total cases Wk1 – 36,  543 

• Deaths = 18, CFR = 3.3%

Cholera case management updates – Data speaks  
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Achievements so far

• Finalized cholera case management guidelines, treatment protocol and

SOP – Undergoing editorials

• Distributed essential response commodities to all cholera affected states

• Mapped cholera hot spots for chlorination activities in Zamfara
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Challenges and Mitigation strategies 

Challenges

• Insufficient medical consumables at subnational - RDT kits, drugs, fluids

• Limited laboratory capacity for cholera testing

• Inadequate designated Cholera Treatment centers (CTCs) and Units (CTUs) across

hot spot States

Mitigation strategies

• Ensure regular supplies

• Optimize cholera laboratories across all hot spot States

• Designate CTC and CTU across cholera hot spot States
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Next steps

• Disseminate the developed cholera treatment guidelines by December 2023

• Conduct advocacy to the hot spot State to designate CTCs and CTUs

• Expand the cholera laboratory network across the 6 geopolitical zones by 2nd

quarte, 2024

• Develop an IAP and mobilize resources against the next outbreak cycle

• Finalization of National Cholera Plan and GTFCC approval
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  Thank you

Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and 

Prevention

A healthier and safer Nigeria 
through the prevention and control 

of diseases of public health 
importance
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