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SECTION 0. Introduction Indicative duration 5’
Introduce objectives and content of the presentation




BACKGROUND
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ENDING CHOLERA - GLOBAL ROADMAP TO 2030

Cholera-free status

Global Roadmap target
20 countries could eliminate the disease 

as a threat to public health by 2030

Cholera eliminated as a threat to 
public health

Absence of community transmission of
cholera documented for at least three
consecutive years based on a well-
functioning epidemiologic and
laboratory surveillance system able to
detect and confirm cases
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2. Explain the purpose of the cholera-free status framework in relation with the global roadmap objectives and state of play:
Purpose 
The global roadmap aims to eliminate cholera as a threat to public health in 20 GTFCC target countries by 2030 
Cholera free status: absence of cholera as a threat for public health ≠ absence of cholera 



GTFCC CHOLERA-FREE STATUS FRAMEWORK
Purpose

Harmonized and transparent framework:

 For GTFCC Target Countries and Regions to document
in a standardized manner the achievement and maintenance
of elimination of cholera disease as a threat to public health

 For the GTFCC to independently assess, formally recognize, and 
monitor progress towards cholera elimination



Pilot in-country

GTFCC CHOLERA-FREE STATUS FRAMEWORK 
State of  play

 Interim GTFCC Cholera-free status framework presented
at the 2022 meeting of the Surveillance WG

Where does it stand?

1

Refine with 
lessons learned 

2

Publish/launch3

Pre-publication steps as per GTFCC Steering Committee recommendations



OBJECTIVES FOR THIS PRESENTATION

 Sensitize potential pilot countries
 Opportunity to be a pioneering country!
 Flexibility (framework not definitive at this stage)
 In case of negative outcome:

o Identity of pilot country is confidential
o Recommendations for improving surveillance and 

preparedness are provided

 Recap key requirements of piloting so that potential
pilot countries can « identify themselves »



KEY REQUIREMENTS 
& PROCEDURES
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CHOLERA-FREE STATUS
Key requirements

Recognition 
of cholera-free status

 Absence of community
transmission

 Appropriate and well-
performing epidemiologic 
and laboratory 
surveillance

Maintenance 
of recognized cholera-free status
 Continued absence of sustained or

widespread community transmission
Tolerance for limited community
transmission (<2 months and not
spreading beyond one surveillance unit)

 Appropriate and well-performing 
epidemiologic and laboratory 
surveillance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SECTION 1. CORE REQUIREMENTS Indicative duration 3’
3. Present the core requirements:
for the recognition of Cfs
Absence of community transmission (to relate with cholera situations considered in the V2 of GTFCC recommendations for public health cholera surveillance)
Appropriate and well-performing epidemiologic and laboratory surveillance system (to relate with performance indicators and targets to be defined in the V2 of GTFCC recommendations for public health cholera surveillance)
for the maintenance of Cfs
Continued absence of sustained or widespread community transmission (episodes of limited community transmission do not affect the maintenance of a recognized free status) + appropriate and well-performing epidemiologic and laboratory surveillance system continuously in place to detect and confirm cases



RECOGNITION

MAINTENANCE

 Core requirements for at least 3 consecutive years
Standard application dossier

Absence, clustered, or 
limited community

transmission

 Continous compliance with core requirements
Annual standard report

CHOLERA-FREE STATUS
Recognition and maintenance 
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SECTION 2. GENERAL PROCESS Indicative duration 4’
4. Explain the general process (graph)
Recognition – document compliance with core requirements for at least 3 consecutive years (standard application dossier)
Maintenance – annual report (standard format)

For information (see additional slide at the end of the presentation):
Limited community transmission refers to an episode of community transmission lasting no longer than 2 months AND not spreading beyond one NCP operational administrative unit.




CHOLERA-FREE STATUS
A bumpy road: suspension and revocation

RECOGNITION

MAINTENANCE

Sustained community
transmission

Widespread
community

transmission

SUSPENSION

RE-
ESTABLISHMENT

REVOCATION

Min. 12 months 
without community 

transmission

New application dossier

Absence, clustered, or 
limited community

transmission

Sustained community transmission: community transmission lasting ≤6 months AND not spreading beyond 2 surveillance units
Widespread community transmission: community transmission lasting >6 months OR spreading to 3 or more surveillance units
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4. Explain the general process (graph)
Suspension – sustained community transmission (=> reestablishment of Cfs possible after min. 12 months of documented absence of community transmission) 
Revocation – widespread community transmission (=> reestablishment of Cfs not possible, new recognition process)

For information (see additional slide at the end of the presentation):
Sustained community transmission refers to an episode of community transmission lasting no longer than 6 months AND not spreading beyond 2 NCP operational administrative units.
Widespread community transmission refers to an episode of community transmission lasting longer than 6 months OR spreading to 3 or more NCP operational administrative units.




CHOLERA-FREE STATUS 
Procedures

1. Dossiers
submitted by countries to 
the GTFCC Secretariat

• Standard dossiers for:
o Initial recognition
o Annual maintenance
o Re-establishment after suspension

2. Review and evaluation 
by a GTFCC cholera-free-
status Independent Review 

Panel

3. Decision 
by the 

Independent 
Review Panel 

• Positive/negative
outcome (confidential)

• Recommendations to be
addressed in the future
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5. Procedures
Country application to the GTFCC Secretariat for initial recognition, maintenance, or reestablishment (applications and negative outcome are kept confidential)
Review and evaluation by a GTFCC “cholera-free Status Independent Review Panel”
Decision by CFs IRP + possible recommendations to be addressed in the future



KEY MESSAGES

 Cholera-free status does not mean absence of any cholera cases (imported,
cluster) provided transmission in the community is prevented

 A recognized status is subject to maintenance

 Countries must document compliance with applicable requirements

 GTFCC Independent Review Panel’s assessment is independent, based on
transparent criteria

Presenter Notes
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SECTION 4. Key Messages
slide 12 + potential candidates for piloting to reach out to secretariat for additional information



PILOT COUNTRIES
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POTENTIAL PILOT COUNTRIES

GTFCC target country

 Application for the entire territory (no subnational status)

 Of note, 12 GTFCC target countries did not officially report cholera
community transmission for ≥3 years

 Those may be potential pilot countries provided:

1. Well-functioning epidemiologic and laboratory surveillance system able to
detect and confirm cases over that period can be documented

2. Strong political will to engage in the process for recognition and maintenance



COUNTRIES POTENTIALLY MEETING THESE CRITERIA

 Learn more about the free-status framework and 
applicable requirements and process
o https://youtu.be/7gvPeI1XJqA

 Liaise with GTFCC Secretariat (informal)
o In person
o GTFCCsecretariat@who.int

 No public annoncement required
o Confidentiality can be maintained up to recognition

https://youtu.be/7gvPeI1XJqA
mailto:GTFCCsecretariat@who.int
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