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Cholera in Africa-1
• Cholera is happening in the context of:

➢ Natural disasters-Cyclones (Mozambique, Malawi), flooding

(Nigeria, Malawi), and drought (Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia)

➢ Conflict (Cameroon, DRC, Nigeria, Ethiopia and Somalia)

➢ Multiple other disease outbreaks including Mpox, Wild and 

Vaccine Derived Polio, Measles, COVID-19 pandemic, etc. 

➢ Limited and strained resources

➢ Shortage of medical commodities including cholera kits and Oral 

Cholera Vaccine (OCV)

➢ Poor sanitation and unreliable water supplies

➢ Increased cross-border movements

17 May 2023
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Number of Countries with Ongoing Cholera Outbreaks in 

AFRO Region, 2014 - 2023

• On average, 12 African countries report 

cholera cases annually.

• In 2018 African Member States adopted 

the Regional Framework for the 

Implementation of the Global Strategy for 

Cholera Prevention and Control  2018 –

2030

➢ Defines clear milestones for cholera 

elimination in the Region.

• With the current trend of Cholera 

outbreaks, we are still off-track to achieve 

the call of the Global Roadmap to 2030 of 

Ending Cholera in Africa.

17 May 2023
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Country
1 Nigeria
2 Zimbabwe
3 Burundi
4 Cameroon
5 Democratic Republic of the Congo
6 Kenya
7 Mozambique
8 Niger
9 United Republic of Tanzania
10 Ethiopia
11 Ghana
12 Uganda
13 Zambia
14 Congo
15 Malawi
16 Togo
17 Angola
18 Benin
19 Central African Republic
20 Chad

Adoption of Regional 
Framework

Top 20 Most Endemic Countries for Cholera Outbreaks in AFRO Region
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Country
Cumulative 

Cases
Cumulativ
e Deaths CFR (%)

Total 
Cases in 

2023

Total 
Deaths in 

2023 2023
CFR (%)

Data Start 
Date Last update

Burundi 332 3 0.9 300 3 1.0 Jan 2023 4/26/2023

Cameroon 15394 312 2.0 264 11 4.2 Oct 2021 4/11/2023

DRC 31823 353 1.1 13429 67 0.5 Jan 2022 4/3/2023

Eswatini 2 0 0.0 2 0 0.0 Aug 2022 4/5/2023

Ethiopia 4731 73 1.5 3611 42 1.2 Mar 2023 4/14/2023

Kenya 9313 151 1.6 5796 86 1.5 Oct 2022 4/26/2023

Malawi 58238 1746 3.0 28082 742 2.6 Mar 2022 4/25/2023

Mozambique 28410 127 0.5 24647 117 0.5 Sep 2022 4/11/2023

Nigeria 24831 624 2.5 1070 34 3.2 Jan 2022 4/11/2023

South Africa 11 1 9.1 11 2 18.2 Jan 2023 3/27/2023

South Sudan 980 2 0.2 905 2 0.2 Feb 2023 4/14/2023

Tanzania 82 3 3.7 82 3 3.7 Feb 2023 4/26/2023

Zambia 386 8 2.1 351 8 2.3 Feb 2023 4/26/2023

Zimbabwe 536 15 2.8 301 8 2.7 3/27/2023 

175069 3418 2.0 78851 1125 1.4

Cholera Cases and Deaths AFRO, January  
2022 – 28 April 2023

▪ Africa witnessed an exponential rise

in cholera cases in 2023

▪ From 2014 to 2021, the Region

accounted for 21% of cholera cases

and 80% of deaths reported

globally

▪ In January 2023, new cases rose by

almost 30% of the total cases in

2022

▪ Cumulative number of cholera

cases has risen to around 60% of

the total number of cases recorded

in 2021.
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Cholera Surveillance in AFRO Region
17 May 2023

• Cholera surveillance in Africa varies by country, but generally
involves a combination of active and passive surveillance
methods.

• Surveillance - Communities, health facilities, and event-based.

• Continuous capacity building of staff on cholera surveillance

• Rapid response teams established in countries to investigate
cases and conduct contact tracing activities.

• Surveillance officers and data analysts deployed in high-burden
countries to improve reporting and data quality.

• Surveillance tools disseminated, including Weekly Aggregate
Reporting Tool and line-listing form.

• WHO supports countries to strengthen cross-border
surveillance.
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Cholera data sources
17 May 2023

• WHO AFRO depends heavily on daily data
scraping from sitreps

• Other sources included
• Line lists
• Weekly presentations PPT
• IDSR
• Weekly bulletin
• Weekly aggregated tools
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Outcomes Dissemination 
17 May 2023

Sitreps https://tinyurl.com/cholera-africa
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Outcomes Dissemination 
17 May 2023

• Daily cholera updates

• Weekly regional updates

• Weekly bulleting

• Weekly media talking points

https://tinyurl.com/afrobulletin (subscribe to weekly updates)

https://tinyurl.com/afrobulletin
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Line list

• Automated dashboard for countries

Outcomes Dissemination 
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• AFRO is working closely with other stakeholders and 
partners in the prevention, detection, and response to 
cholera outbreaks in the region:

– District/Local traditional Leaders

– Village Health Committees (VHC)

– Frontline Health and Extension Workers

– Ministry of Health (MoH)

– Other partners: UNICEF, Africa CDC, USAID

Other Partners
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Key challenges-Cholera

17 May 2023

• Delayed data sharing-insufficient information

• Weak surveillance system

• Sub-optimal Cross-border surveillance engagements and porous 
borders.

• Competing priorities (conflict, floods, drought, other disease
outbreaks, etc.)

• Limited resources, both financial and human

• Inadequate staff training

• Limited WASH, access to latrines, potable water and in some
cases, health services

• Unprecedented outbreak resulting in overwhelmed healthcare
systems

• Environmental issues impacting access to safe water sources
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Next steps
• 17 May 2023

• Enhance surveillance efforts across all affected areas

• Continue resource mobilization for cholera strategic

readiness and response

• Maintain regular coordination and operational meetings

for strategic planning with affected countries

• Continue to strengthen cross-border collaboration on

cholera surveillance

• Intensify risk communication and community

engagement through various media channels and local

leaders.

• Ensure activation of national cholera task forces in

impacted countries

• Provide WHO support with lab commodities to affected

regions

• Conduct training in case management for cholera

outbreaks

• Deploy technical teams of experts to support response

efforts in affected countries

• Continue to provide technical support on vaccination

strategies for reactive OCV campaigns
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Thank you
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