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Cholera Outbreak Response 
• Surveillance WG meeting in 2015 - Discussed 

the opportunity to update the booklet: 

“Cholera outbreak: Assessing the outbreak 
response and improving preparedness”

• Integrate procedures, revised concepts and 
terms used for cholera outbreak response

• From assessing tool to a cholera outbreak
response manual



Objectives

• This document provides a framework to detect and 
monitor cholera outbreaks and to organise the response. 

Objectives

• to provide a comprehensive overview of cholera outbreak response

• to improve prevention, preparedness and timely response to 
cholera outbreaks

 Based on updated WHO and the GTFCC guidance

 Axis 1 of the Roadmap: Early detection and response to 
outbreaks



Target audience

• Public health professionals and programme managers 
who are directly involved in cholera outbreak detection 
and response

• Staff working at:
• Ministries of Health

• Public health institutions

• UN agencies, including WHO country offices

• Non-governmental organizations



Format

• Booklet – pocket format

•Web GTFCC

• Smartphone App (Android and IOS) 

• Offline access

• Editable and updated 

• Download appendices
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Cholera - general
Section 1. Outbreak detection and investigation
Section 2. Outbreak confirmation
Section 3. Organization of the response
Section 4. Monitoring the outbreak
Section 5. Risk Communication and community engagement
Section 6. Cholera treatment facilities
Section 7. Case management in treatment facilities
Section 8. Reducing the spread of the disease in the community
Section 9. Oral Cholera Vaccine
Section 10. Preparedness and long-term actions
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Section 7. Case management

• Introduction
• Assessment and triage of the patient 
• Patient registration and admission 
• Preparing and administering ORS
• Treatment plans 
• Antibiotic therapy
• Zinc supplementation in children
• Discharge criteria
• Case management in children with SAM







Some points to be discussed..

• ORS must be prepared daily and not be stored up to 12h or 24 
h (if refrigerated)

• Sugar Salt Solution (SSS) to be prepared at home 

• Zinc supplementation in < 6 months (10 mg/day)

• Treatment Plan B in < 1 years: ORS 75ml/kg + ongoing looses 
over 6 hours

• Antibiotic treatment in non severe cases
• high purging or failure of first 4-hour course of rehydration therapy 

• coexisting conditions (e.g. pregnancy) or co-morbidities (e.g. SAM, HIV) 

• Danger signs - life-threatening condition may require 
emergency resuscitation with aggressive rehydration
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